


















































South 
Australian 
Heritage 
Act 
1978-80 

HERITAGE SURVEY 

ITEM IDENTIFICATION 

ITEM NAHE: Church of Christ 
Former or other 

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE 

SHEET 

This neat small limestone Church of Chris·t was the first 
church constructed in Milang. Several of the original 
settlers at Point Sturt followed the religion and they 
decided that their first church should be based in the 
town. The land at West Milang was donated by Thomas 
Magarey of Hindrnarsh, who had introduced the teachings 
of the Church of Christ to South Australia, and the con
gregation built it, with William Turner and James Pearce 
quarrying the stone. The church was completed at a cost 
of £140 in 1857. Enlargements were made in 1899, 1901 
and the vestries in 1908. 

Besides its significant role in Hilang, the church is one of 
the earliest surviving in the riverlands region. 

REFERENCES S.A. Archives A958 
Faull, shore, pp 38, 50-53 
National Trust, 170 
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South 
Australian 
Heritage 
Act 
1978-80 

HERITAGE SURVEY 

ITEM IDENTIFICATION 

ITEM NAME: Institute 
Former or other 

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE 

SHEET 

This handsome and substantial limestone Institute was 
constructed in 1883 by the contractor J. Oldfield, who had 
also built Poltallock House. The hall and rooms were 
fitted with pipes so that they could be lit by gas. The 
stone addition on the right hand side appears to date from 
the 1920s. 

The Institute was opened on New Year's Day, 1884 by James 
Rankine, MIC, followed by a bazaar and a cricket match. 
Throughout the following years "the building was in 
constant use for dances, concerts, socials, roller skating, 
meetings of all kinds, church services, lectures, tea 
meetings, and wedding receptions; it was virtually the 
centre of the town's lifeu. 

The building is on land donated by the Government, facing 
the commonage, now the Soldiers' Memorial Park, and thus 
forming a dominant landscape item in the town centre. 

REFERENCES 

National Trust 2018 
Faull, Alexandrina's shore, pp 117-121 (quote, p. 121) 
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HERITAGE SURVEY REGION 5 

Item Ref. No. 38 
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South 
Australian 
Heritage 
Act 
1978-80 

HERITAGE SURVEY 

ITEM IDENTIFICATION SHEET 

ITEM NAME: Former Police Station 

Former or other 

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE 

A police constable was appointed at Milang in 1865. This 
attractive building was constructed in 1874 as a police 
station and residence. (There is a datestone in the 
main gable). The limestone and brick building is in 
good original condition, and was used as a police station 
until about 1972. 

REFERENCES 

National Trust, 442 
Faull, Alexandrina's Shore, pp. 56, 134 
Jensen, Colonial architecture in South Australia, p.505 
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South 
Australian 
Heritage 
Act 
1978-80 

HERITAGE SURVEY 

ITEM IDENTIFICATION 

ITEM NAME: cannon 

Former or other 

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE 

SHEET 

"During November 1867 the townspeople hac an opportunity to 
display patriotic fervour when Albert, the Duke of Edinburgh 
ana Queen Victoria's secane son, passed through Milang on 
his way to spend a few cays shooting near Meningie. Since 
this was the first member of the Royal family to ever visit 
Australia, the Milang people spareo no effort to make his 
visit memorable ... on 16 November, ano again on 23 November 
the local riflemen stooo to attention as guaro of honour 
when the Duke passed through. A royal salute was fired 
from a cannon which is still on view in the Milang Soldiers 
Memorial Park 11
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HERITAGE SURVEY REGION 5 

Item Ref. No. 41 
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This small cannon is now set in concrete with a plaque 3.4 
commemorating its moment of glory. Its origins are unknown 
but it appears to have been a naval cannon. 

REFERENCES 

National Trust 2009 
Faull, Alexandrina's Shore, p.59 (quote) 
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HERITAGE SURVEY 

ITEM IDENTIFICATION SHEET 
South 
Australian 
Heritage 
Act 
1978-80 

ITEM NANE: Former Lake Hotel 
Former or other 

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE 

In 1856 G. Stewart was granted a licence for his newly 
opened Lake Hotel, which was enlarged and improved the 
following year. It has had several enlargements and 
improvements since, but the building remains a good 
typical example of the long, single-storey hotels which 
were first constructed in the early colonial towns. 

The hotel was the second to be constructed in Milang, and 
reflected the town's rapid social and commercial development 
as an inland port. After it ceased to function as a hotel, 
part of the building was converted for use as a shop. 

The building is constructed of limestone with brick quoins. 
It is of significance because of its early construction, 
its association with the development of the town and its 
integrity. Its corner position on Coxe and Lang Streets 
also makes an important contribution to that historical 
commercial intersection. 

REFERENCES 
National Trust, 2013; 
Faull, Alexandrina's shore, pp. 47, 48 
McLellan, "Index to Hotels, 1839-1875" 
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South 
Australian 
Heritage 
Act 
1978-80 

HERITAGE SURVEY 

ITEM IDENTIFICATION SHEET 

ITEM NAME: Former Butcher's Shop 
Former or other 

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE 

This is a typical small shop dating probably from the early 
1870s, and which was in use for most of its existence as a 
butcher shop by Fravel Moar (1899-1906) and Ted Burgess 
(1907-1947) . The building which is situated on the north 
east corner of Coxe and Lang Streets, makes an important 
contribution to the historical commercial character of that 
intersection. It is of the usual limestone and brick 
construction and with its mullioned shop window is in 
largely original condition. 

REFERENCES 

National Trust 2012 
Faull, Alexandrina's shore, p.126 
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PHOTOGRAPH 
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pp.126 (c1900) 
Faull, p. 136 (1919) 

Film No. 789 Negative No. 7 
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HERITAGE SURVEY REGION 5 

Item Ref. No. 45 
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South 
Australian 
Heritage 
Act 
1978-80 

HERITAGE SURVEY 

ITEM IDENTIFICATION 

ITEM NAME: Shop 

SHEET 

Former or other Robert's General Store 

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE 

Robert's General Store is one of the buildings which defines 
the historical commercial corner of Coxe and Lange Streets. 
The store is an excellent example of its type, and, apart 
from the enclosing of the verandahs, appears to be in 
original condition, with its early shop fittings inside. 
The typical high pitched galvanised iron roof covers the 
original timber shingle roof. The walls are constructed 
of limestone. The shop may date from the beginning of the 
town in the 1850s, and almost certainly from the 1860s. 

Its owners have included J.S. Upton, W.H. Cleeworth and 
members of the Robert's family, since 1905. 

REFERENCES 

National Trust 2011 
Faull, Alexandrina's shore, pp. 125, 127, 222 
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South 
Australian 
Heritage 
Act 
1978-80 

HERITAGE SURVEY 

ITEM IDENTIFICATION 

ITEM NAME: Former Bakery 

Former or other 

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE 

SHEET 

Before the advent of the railways in the late 1870s, only 
Goolwa, Mannum and Milang in the riverlands region could 
boast the trade and population sufficient to support a shop 
of this size, which is thus one of the very few dating from 
before that period in the region. Several others have been 
demolished, including an important group in Milang itself. 
The limestone and brick building actually grew with the 
town: the bottom storey of the two storey section is one 
of the oldest surviving buildings in Milang as it was in 
use by 1855 as W.H. Turner's wheelwright's shop. This was 
used as the first meeting place of the Church of Christ 
congregation. It was later used as a dwelling by Philip 
Parry. 

It was bought in 1868 by the publican, W. Gosling, who added 
the second storey in that year and the two shops, one at 
each end in 1870. One was used as a butcher for several 
years then the whole building was used for several decades 
into the early twentieth century as a bakery by David · 

The building makes a significant contribution to Milang's 
historical character and has been described in a National 
Trust assessment as perhaps the most significant remaining 
in Milang. 

REFERENCES 

P. stark - Project 9, vol. 1, p. 83 
National Trust, 2014 
Faull, Alexandrina's shore, pp. 51, 59, 60 
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Item Ref. No. 47 
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South 
Australian 
Heritage 
Act 
1978-80 

HERITAGE SURVEY 

ITEM IDENTIFICATION 

ITEM NAME: Milang School 

Former or other 

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE 

SHEET 

The original section of the school is one of the oldest 
purpose-built schools in the State and the oldest schoolroom 
still being used for teaching purposes. It was constructed 
in 1864 and opened in 1865 by the builder, Rowland Nutt, 
for 345 pounds, exclusive of stone and bricks. 

Apart from its use as a school, ''thereafter the schoolroom 
became a major venue for evening entertainment in the town'. 

The schoolroom is a neat, white painted stone and brick 
structure, with its original windows and appearance, alrnn11an 
a long wing was attached at a later date. 

REFERENCES 

National Trust, 2015; 
Faull, Alexandrina's shore, pp 52, 55, 57 
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South 
Australian 
Heritage 
Act 
1978-80 

HERITAGE SURVEY 

ITEM IDENTIFICATION SHEET 

ITEM NAME: Duke of Edinburgh Willow Tree 

Former or other 

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE 

This small old willow was planted by H.R.H. Duke of 
Edinburgh, Australia's first Royal visitor, on 11 November 
1867. Note also the commemorative plague near the tree. 

REFERENCES 

Faull, Alexandrina's shore, pp. 58, 59 
National Trust, 1590 
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Item Ref. No. 49 
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HERITAGE SURVEY South 
Australian 
Heritage 
Act 
1978-80 

ITEM IDENTIFICATION SHEET 

ITEM NAME: Pier Hotel 
Former or other 

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE 

This typical large two storey hotel dates from a period of 
expanding prospects for the port of Milang, and has been for 
many years one of the town's landmark buildings. It was 
the second hotel to be established at Milang. It provides 
interesting contrast to the more modest original Lake Hotel, 
and its first owner, w. Brooks, who started building the 
11 Pier 11 in 1857, over-extended himself and was declared 
insolvent in 1859. A.H. Landseer, W. Parry and G. Chalklen 
bought the hotel, and George Chalklen became the first 
recorded licensee in 1867. 

The hotel, with its wooden balustraded verandah, appears to 
be in largely original condition. 

REFERENCES 

National Trust, 2016 
Faull, Alexandrina's shore, pp 47, 48 
McLellan, 11 Index to hotels ... " 

Verbal 
Archival 

PHOTOGRAPH Film No. 788 
Direction of view to N 

Negative No. 11 
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South 
Australian 
Heritage 
!let 
1978-80 

HERITAGE SURVEY 

ITEM IDENTIFICATION SHEET 

ITEM NAME: Former Milang Butter Factory 

Former or other s.A. Farmers union Butter 

HERITAGE SURVEY REGION 5 

Item Ref. No. 51 

Office Use 
ITEM No • 
DOCKET No. 

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE LOCATION 
Following the opening of the Milang railway in 1884 dairy Address Daranda Tee. 
farming rapidly assumed importance in the Milang dis·trict, Town Milang 
which was further helped by the construction of the Milang Postcode 
butter, bacon and cheese factory in the late 1880s. The Section 
dairy industry and the butter factory symbolized the trans- Hundred Alexandrina 
ition of the town's economy from one based on the river tradEJ,county 
and by 1908 it was observed, "The little township of Milang L G A 1 . . • Stratha byn 
is chiefly noted for its butter, the dairying industry in s !I p R · 5 . . • eglon 
the district being its chief support". Large quantities of A M G R " 6627 ... e~. -II 
butter and cheese were produced at the factory both for the 
Adelaide and overseas markets. For much of its working 
life in the twentieth century, the factory was owned by the 
South Australian Farmers Union. 

Besides its role as an important local industry, the factory 
is also of significance as a good example of its type. The 
attractive stone section with the half round roof is the 
original building. The adjoining galvanised iron sections 
were added probably c.l915 at the time the business was 
restructured and new machinery was purchased~ 

REFERENCES National Trust 2017; 
Faull, Alexandrina's shore, pp. 76, 128, 129 
Burgess, Cyclopedia of South Australia, vol. II, 
May Vivienne, Sunny South Australia (1908) p.170 
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HERITAGE SURVEY 

ITEM IDENTIFICATION SHEET 
South 
Australian 
Heritage 
Act 
1978-80 ITEM NAME: Jetty and Hand Crane 

Former or other 

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE 
Milang, surveyed as a town in 1853/4, soon became one of the 
busiest ports in the region, serving both the river trade 
passing to Goolwa and the boats carrying stock and pass
engers across the lakes. A jetty was soon petitioned for by 
the newly-formed District Council. 

This was built in 1856. As it was said to have been sited 
at the lake's most shallow point, pressure mounted to have 
the jetty extended, which was done in 1860 by William Mason. 
It was further extended in 1869. The contractor was a local 

HERITAGE SURVEY REGION 5 

Item Ref. No. 52 

Office Use 
ITEM No. 
DOCKET No. 

LOCATION 
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Town Milang 
Postcode 
Section 187 
HundredAlexandrina 
County 
L.G.A. Strathalbyn 
S.H.P. Region 5 
A.M.G. Ref. 6627-II 

builder, Rowland Nutt. The extension took the length of the~------------------------
jetty to 711 feet, but this was shortened again in 1958. 

The present hand crane appears to have been placed on the 
jetty when additional timbering was added to the deck to 
take its 5 ton weight in 1872. The crane, with its cast 
iron jib, was probably manufactured at an earlier date and 
transferred to this site: it is reputed to be the oldest 
crane in South Australia. As the jetty is also one of the 
oldest surviving in the State, both items are of major 
significance due to their age and their long associations 
with the river trade. 

REFERENCES 
National Trust 2694 
Faull, Alexandrina's shore, p. 49, 52 and 71 (Nutt) 
Dept. Marine and Harbours Plan Room, Drg. nos. 3004/70, 
3005/70, 1128/22A, 1129/22A 
Jensen, Colonial Architecture in South Australia, pp.222, 
395, 505 
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