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Photographs 

Hotel and shops, Main Street, Peterborough 

Town Hall and YMCA, Main Street, Peterborough 
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6.3 Peterborough Railway Housing Historic (Conservation) Zone 

6.3.1 Description of Zone 

The zone is located at the far south-west corner of the Peterborough settlement at 
which point the formal, gridded subdivision is broken by radial planning beyond George 
Street. A series of crescents south of Wright Street further reinforce this pattern and 
the distinctive quality of the area. 

The area comprises approximately 120 bungalows built as a single cohesive 
development which exhibits characteristics of the 'garden city' movement. 

A clear hierarchy of streets exists with the major crescents, small laneways, and 
pedestrian paths. A large central park provides a public focal point within the area. 

6.3.2 State Heritage Places 

There are no State Heritage Places within the proposed Zone. 

6.3.3 Places of Local Heritage Value 

There are no Local Heritage Places within the proposed Zone. 

6.3.4 Contributory Places 

• All concrete houses within the area 
• Central public open space. 

6.3.5 History 

Peterborough was part of the Eldoratrilla Run from 1851 until the Hundred of Yongala 
was broken up for selection in 1871 . Farm land was taken up in 1875 by a group of 
German settlers, Peter Doecke (after whom the town was named), Johann Koch and 
Herman Rohde. In 1880, while the railway was under construction from Port Pirie, 
Koch surveyed his land into town allotments and named it Petersburgh. The coast 
railway arrived from Port Pirie through Jamestown in February 1881, and the inland 
line from Burra through Terowie connected with it in May 1881, so within months of its 
foundation Petersburg - as the Post Office and South Australian Railways insisted on 
spelling it - became a major railway junction. The town rose to prominence very 
quickly, and has remained the major population centre in the eastern half of the 
region. From its early development, Petersburg became a classic railway town in 
layout - like Gladstone and Quorn - with its main street parallel to the railway, and its 
principal hotels, banks and commercial buildings clustered opposite the railway 
station. Petersburg's growth was assisted by the extension of the railway to Broken 
Hill in 1887, and by the construction of the Transcontinental Railway to Perth and the 
Ghan line to Alice Springs in the early twentieth century, making it a strategic hub of 
the national railway network. Under Railways Commissioner William Webb, a large 
railway maintenance workshop was built at Petersburg, and a suburb of railway 
workers housing went up at the western end of town, using innovative cast concrete 
construction techniques developed by Adelaide builder Walter Torode. In 1918 the 
Nomenclature Committee renamed the town Peterborough, oblivious to the irony that 
its German founder had originally given it an English name, and it had only been 
made to look German by a bureaucratic mis-spelling. During the 1930s depression, a 
gold crushing battery was built at Peterborough to encourage local mining. The town 
has lost most of its railway function since the 1970s, but remains an important 
regional centre. 
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Back to Petersburg Celebrations 1933 
Chronicle 26 January 1933 

-------18eRev-aR-aRd-Asseeiates-;--Peterborough-Heritage-StJrvey~B-8-------------­

Woods, Petersburg to Peterborough, 1986 

6.3.6 Land Use 

Residential, with a central public open space. 

6.3.7 Built Form 

The houses are constructed of concrete, painted, with gabled corrugated iron roofs and 
steel windows. The concrete has banding at regular intervals. Gable ends are fibre 
cement. All houses have chimneys. Houses are centrally placed on generous 
allotments. 

Forms vary slightly but detailing and overall styling is consistent. 

Steel mesh fencing is used throughout the area. 

6.3.8 Recommendation 

The railway housing area of Peterborough is considered to possess a distinctive 
historical character formed by the interaction between the built form, spaces, plantings 
and general street pattern of the area. It is important that any refurbishment or 
replacement of buildings, or new development within the defined area, be undertaken 
in sympathy with the historic character of the core and the town as a whole. 

It is therefore recommended that an Historic (Conservation) Zone be created for the 
Railway Housing area of Peterborough (as defined by the boundaries shown on the 
following location plan). 

Photographs 

FP17 -- 03, 04, 05 
FP11-09, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14,15 
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Photographs 

Railway houses adjacent to public open space, Peterborough 

A typical street of railway houses, Peterborough 
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6.4 Yongala Historic (Conservation) Zone 

6.4.1 Description of Zone 

The zone is the commercial section of Main Street, starting just south of Second Street 
and extending north to First Street, incorporating buildings on both sides of the street, 
and includes the RSL building in Second Street. 

A grassed median strip with double row of trees features seating, rotunda, and War 
Memorial. Vegetation is a mixture of native and exotic species. 

6.4.2 State Heritage Places 

There are no State Heritage Places within the proposed Zone. 

6.4.3 Places of Local Heritage Value 

• RSL Sub-branch and Hall, Second Street (P: 17) 
• Shop and Residence, Former Post Office, Cnr. of Main and First Street (P: 19) 

6.4.4 Contributory Places 

• Rotunda, Main Street 
• War Memorial, Main Street 
• Former District Council Chambers, Main Street 
• Shops, South West Cnr. of Main Street and Second Street 
• Shops, South East Cnr. of Main Street and Second Street 
• Globe Hotel, Cnr. of. Second Street and Main Street 
• Shops, South West Cnr. of Main Street and First Street 
• Shops, South East Cnr. of Main Street and First Street 
• Shops , between First Street and Second Street 

6.4.5 History 

The town site of Yongala was part of Yongala Run from 1851 until the Hundred of 
Yongala was broken up for selection in 1871. Allotments were offered for sale in the 
government town of Yongala in 1876. Yongala was on the route of the Port Pirie­
Petersburg railway from 1880 onward, and expanded into a minor commercial centre 
with its own flour mill. As railway services wound down in the 1980s, the town lost 
most of its economic function. Yongala is famous for having the coldest overnight 
winter temperatures in South Australia. Outside South Australia, the name Yongala is 
better known for a great shipping disaster. In 1903 the Adelaide Steamship Company, 
in its tradition of naming its ships after South Australian country centres, named a 
new 3,000 ton passenger steamer SS Yonga/a. On the night of 23 March 1911, 
Yongala was lost in a cyclone off the Queensland coast with the loss of all 120 on 
board. 

Robinson, Change on Change, 1971 
Ward, The Yonga/a Story, 1974 

6.4.6 Land Use 

Originally commercial, currently many of the shopfronts are vacant and in poor 
condition. 
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6.4.7 Built Form 

Buildings are smgle storey w1th the exception of the Globe Hotel. Consistency of 
setback and building height and the central unifying element of the grassed are give a 
cohesion to Main Street. 

6.4.8 Recommendation 

The commercial area of Yongala is considered to possess a distinctive historical 
character formed by the interaction between the built form, spaces, plantings and 
general street pattern of the area. It is important that any refurbishment or replacement 
of buildings, or new development within the defined area, be undertaken in sympathy 
with the historic character of the core and the town as a whole. 

It is therefore recommended that an Historic (Conservation) Zone be created for the 
commercial area of Yongala (as defined by the boundaries shown on the following 
location plan). 

Photographs 

FP07- 32, 34 
FP09- 17 
FP15 - 34, 35, 36 
FP17- 01, 02. 
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Shop at corner of 2nd Street and Main Street, Yongala 

Globe Hotel and shops in Main Street, Yongala 
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Upper North Heritage Survey Summary of Heritage Places 

7.0 Summary List of Heritage Places in Peterborough District Council 

This section contains a list of places identified during the fieldwork. It was an essential 
tool in making decisions about recommendations for State and Local Heritage Places. 
The list includes places currently entered in the State Heritage Register, places 
recommended for entry in the Register and places considered to be of local heritage 
value. 

The following explains how to use the list: 

PLACE NO: 

PLACE: 

ADDRESS 

CURRENT STATUS: 

This is the place's identification number on the maps. 

This is the name of the place in current use or as generally 
known. Otherwise it is a short descriptive name, or its best­
known former historical name. 

Location of the place. 

This refers to existing listings in formal and informal registers. 

SHR State Heritage Register (Registered) 

SHN State Heritage Register (Nominated) 

SHI State Heritage Register (Identified) 

RNE Register of the National Estate 

NT National Trust of South Australia (Classified List, 
Recorded List or on File). 

RECOMMENDATION: The suggested registration status of the place given by this 
Survey. 

R Currently Entered in the State Heritage Register 
S Places Nominated by this Survey for entry in the SHR 
L Places of local heritage value 

Maps and plans showing the location of all these places follow. The location of existing 
State Heritage Places are also shown on the maps. 
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State Heritage Places 
An asterisk indicates that the Place is already listed in the State Heritage Register. 

Place Place Address Town Current Reco 
No Status 
PET:001 *Koch House Bourke Street Peterborough SHR R 
PET:002 *Former Bishop's Palace Callary Street Peterborough SHR R 

and Convent 
PET:003 *Police Station, Cells and 2 Jervois Street Peterborough SHR R 

Courthouse 
PET:004 *Power Station 77-79 Kitchener Street Peterborough SHR R 
PET: ODS *General Store 1 05-107 Main Street Peterborough SHR R 
PET:006 *Former YMCA Hostel 106 Main Street Peterborough SHR R 
PET:007 *Town Hall Main Street Peterborough SHR R 
PET:008 *Peterborough Hotel 193-95 Main Street Peterborough SHR R 
PET:009 *Capitol Theatre 227-231 Main Street Peterborough SHR R 
PET:010 *Rotunda 11 Main Street Peterborough SHR R 
PET:011 *Railway Roundhouse and Railway Terrace Peterborough SHR R 

Turntable 
PET:012 *Gold Battery and Office Tripney Avenue Peterborough SHR R 
P:01 Federal Hotel Cnr. of Mains Street and Peterborough s 

Silver Street 
P:02 Fire Station Main Street Peterborough s 
P:03 Railway Hotel Cnr. of Main Street and Peterborough s 

Meadows Street 
P:04 Former St Leonard's Church Main Street Yongala s 

of England 
P:22 Our Lady of Mount Carmel Third Street Dawson s 

Catholic Church 
P:23 Black Rock Station Wool off Black Rock to Dawson Black Rock s 

Shed Road 

Local Heritage Places 
Place Place Address Town Current Reco 
No Status 

P:06 Baptist Church and 59 Kitchener Street Peterborough L 
Tennyson Hall 

P:07 Diamond Jubilee Building 145 - 149 Main Street Peterborough L 
P:08 Former Savings Bank of SA Cnr. of Kitchener Street and Peterborough L 

Jervois Street 
P:09 High School 60 - 78 Queen Street Peterborough L 
P:10 Primary School 60 - 78 Queen Street Peterborough L 
P:11 Residence 15 Pine Street Peterborough L 
P:12 St Peter's Lutheran Church 1 04 Railway Terrace Peterborough L 
P:13 Victoria Park Gates Queen Street Peterborough L 
P:14 Former Methodist Church Lot 1 Second Street Yongala L 
P:15 Peace Hall {Institute) Lot 27 Fourth Street Yon gala L 
P:16 Police Cells To rear of dwelling in West Yongala L 

Street 
P:17 RSL Sub Branch Second Street Yongala L 
P:18 Former School Cnr. of South Terrace and Yongala L 

East Terrace 
P:19 Shop and Residence Main Street Yongala L 

(Former Post Office) 
P:20 Silos Near the corner of East Yon gala L 

Terrace and Second Street 
P:21 Flour Store East Terrace Yongala L 
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8.0 Index to Volume 

Index to Local and State Heritage Places identified in District Council of Peterborough . 
An asterisk indicates that the Place is already entered in the State Heritage Register. 

State Heritage Places 

Black Rock 
Black Rock Station Wool Shed, off Black Rock to Dawson Road 

Dawson 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic Church, Third Street 

Peterborough 
*Capitol Theatre, 227-231 Main Street 
*Former Bishop's Palace and Convent, Callary Street 
*General Store, 105 - 107 Main Street 
*Gold Battery and Office, Tripney Avenue 
*Koch House, Bourke Street 
*Peterborough Hotel, 193 - 195 Main Street 
*Police Station, Cells and Courthouse, 2 Jervois Street 
*Power Station, 77 - 79 Kitchener Street 
*Rotunda, 11 Main Street 
*Roundhouse and Turntable, Railway Terrace 
*Town Hall, Main Street 
Federal Hotel, Cnr. of Main Street and Silver Street 
Fire Station, Main Street 
Former YMCA Hostel, 106 Main Street 
Railway Hotel, Cnr. of Main Street and Meadows Street 

Yongala 
Former St Leonard's Church of England, Main Street 

Local Heritage Places 

Peterborough 

Page 

63 

55 

21 
7 

13 
27 

5 
19 
9 

11 
23 
25 
17 
31 
37 
15 
43 

49 

Baptist Church and Tennyson Hall, 59 Kitchener Street 73 
Diamond Jubilee Building, 145- 149 Main Street 77 
Former Savings Bank of SA, Cnr. of Kitchener Street and Jervois Street 79 
High School, 60- 78 Queen Street 81 
Primary School, 60- 78 Queen Street 83 
Residence, 15 Pine Street 85 
StPeter's Lutheran Church, 104 Railway Terrace 87 
Victoria Park Gates, Queen Street 89 

Yongala 
Flour Store, East Terrace 107 
Former Methodist Church, Lot 1 Second Street 93 
Former School, Cnr of South Terrace and East Terrace 101 
Peace Hall (Institute), Lot 27 Fourth Street 95 
Police Cells, To rear of dwelling in West Street 97 
RSL Sub Branch, Second Street 99 
Shop and Residence (Former Post Office) Main Street 103 
Silos, Near the corner of East Terrace and Second Street 105 

Historic (Conservation) Zones 

Peterborough Civic and Commercial Area Historic (Conservation) Zone 109 
Peterborough Railway Housing Historic (Conservation) Zone 115 
Yongala Historic (Conservation) Zone 119 
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